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The Old Marches Out and the New Marches in!

This issue Concludes the passing year and Commences the in-coming year.  

With it, Comes Changes that will affect our Prayer-Partners directly and indirectly.

For starters, this is the last time The ECHOS will reach overseas prayer-partners before or by the third Wednesday of each even month. From next year, it will arrive at your doorstep before or by the fourth Sunday of every even month to keep you praying for the items mentioned in The ECHOS without a break. On our part, we shall endeavour to be faithful to this schedule; we cannot vouch for the postal services.

This means that contributors to The ECHOS will have to submit their Praise and Prayer items before or by the first week of every even month to enable us to send out the overseas issues by the third week so that they can reach our readers by the fourth week. Your co-operation here is most appreciated. We would like to thank all of you who have been faithfully updating us on your work all these seven years of our existence. We trust your blessings and reward would have come to you in the Lord’s enrichment and blessing of your ministry for yourselves and in the mission fields where you serve through the prayer fellowship, intercession and practical support of The ECHOS prayer-partners on your behalf.

The second major change affects those in the Penang assemblies who attend Mission Night regularly. From next year onwards, Mission Night will be held on the 4th Sunday of every even month. We thank the Oversight of our assembly at Burmah Road Gospel Hall for this change. Gone now are the excuses of not being able to attend Mission Night on a Wednesday because of late return from the office, meeting with traffic congestion on the way, and for those living on the mainland, of having to return home late at night. 

From February 27, 2005, the first Mission Night of the year, the above-mentioned “reasons” for not attending are no more applicable. Mission Night being held from 5.30 to 7.00p.m. will ensure a free traffic flow all the way to Burmah Road Gospel Hall in whatever direction you come from. By ending at 7.00p.m. even those from the mainland, have no need to rush back. They may instead like to bring their family members to Mission Night, and after that, go for a dinner together and make it into a Family Night out! 

Guest speakers or missionaries can now come to report on Mission Night without having to take leave from their work. And if they live in the northern region they may even be able to return home the same night.

For this Sunday evening arrangement, we would like to thank all assemblies in Penang for replacing their 4th Sunday evening meetings with Mission Night once in two months. We have every confidence that by encouraging your members to be involved in Missions, your own assembly will be the more blessed for this. Thank you for your co-operation.

Those who come for the Mission Night will also receive their copies of The ECHOS. As it is difficult to estimate the number to be printed, those who want to make sure that they receive their copies regularly and are committed to pray for the items mentioned in it, please give your names to any one of the Committee members listed at the bottom of this foreword.

Finally, for this issue we are highlighting the recent Short-Term Mission (STM) to Cambodia. We hope that the reports in Profile 1 will inspire you to join other STMs that may be arranged from time to time. We are glad to place on record that all our previous Mission Committee Members have now participated in STMs either locally or overseas. We are hoping that the new committee members will also take their places in the ranks of the STMers in future enterprises. We pray and hope you will join them too. 

We hope to give you a full and complete report illustrated with numerous colour slides (we have nearly 400 of them to select from) on the first Mission Night in 2005. We hope to see all of you turning up, and for you to interest all your other friends to come too in this more than two-month interval of December to February. 

  On behalf of the assembly at Burmah Road Gospel Hall in general, 

       and the Mission Committee in particular, we would like to wish all of you:

     (  (  (  (  (  (  (
  A Meaningful Christmas

  
A Blessed New Year, and

   A Fruitful Chinese New Year

     (  (  (  (  (  (  (
   Chairman KC Ung   Secretary Grace Tsang   Treasurer Doreen Ch’ng                         

    Meetings & Logistics David Lim & Tan Aik Meng   
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NEWSFLASH
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The Cowells, from Indonesia to Australia ( Nov. 26

It is with an unusual feeling of "home sickness" that I send you this email...What is 

even more unusual, is how the various children are responding to the changes ahead. 

 Aedan …born in Malaysia, …has only ever "holidayed" in Australia, doesn't really know Australia well enough to be "home sick" (even though "nanny sick") and has enough good friends here that he will miss the place. 

Rhiannan …born in Australia, has many fond memories of special times back home, misses her nannies "massively", looking forward to sampling favourite foods again. No tears shed as she left school, very focused on getting home. 

Jade - definitely looking forward to coming 'home', but also feels like she is leaving her home!,..cried all the way home from school and even while having her shower! Just loves her great ‘mates’ (some of the most significant people in her “pre-teen” life), teacher and the school,..quite a "bitter-sweet" experience for her. 

Donna - probably the most excited of us all,…has many people and places that she misses 'heaps",..plans to grab her niece (seeing her for the first time), the moment she clears immigration! 

For me  ...a ball of mixed emotions,…love the thought of catching up with family and friends. Still have a long "to do list"!,..definitely looking forward to a bit of a rest from the fast and furious pace of ministry here but also know that "deputation", "serving where we can in our local church", "doing some ministry overseas" as well as finding some "part-time" work will be no holiday as well. There are some exciting and challenging aspects of the ministry that I will particularly miss however,..also looking forward to being able to share about these aspects as well. So...it is a mixture of home sickness, apprehension for the future, as well as a tinge of sadness about what is being left behind for a short time. One final thing: .. .we just want you let you know that we thank God for the personal care,  persistent prayers as well as the practical support that so many of you have given to us over these past four years that we have been serving here in Indonesia. In short before we leave for home the final word we would like to say is that we greatly appreciate your faithful fellowship with us.

P.S. If all goes to plan our email address will stay the same (andrewc@indo.net.id).
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